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SWRB-Recognised HD Programme Offers Valuable Fieldwork Experience

“Our society today looks very different
from the one 10 years ago. In the face
of new social issues stemming from
increasing diversity and changing social
fabric, our community demands more
committed and competent social workers
to take care of those in need. This is one
of the main reasons behind the launch
of the HD in Social Work in the 2016/17
academic year,” said Dr Luk Kit-ling,
HKCC Lecturer and Programme Leader.

Dr Luk remarked that in view of the strong
community demand for social work
education, HKCC aims to offer a practice-
oriented programme to prepare students
for a career in the social work profession.
With Social Workers Registration Board
(SWRB)’s recognition of the programme,
graduates will be eligible for registration
as Registered Social Workers. They
may also articulate to bachelor’s degree
programmes in social work offered by
PolyU or other local universities.

By teaching the latest theories and
concepts, the HD in Social Work serves
to give students a holistic understanding
of contemporary social work practices.
[t also puts due emphasis on cultural
sensitive practices to enable graduates
to deal with the socially disadvantaged
groups from diverse backgrounds. To
integrate theory with practice, the
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programme requires each student
to complete at least 700 hours
of fieldwork placement in a
social welfare organisation. The
service beneficiaries range from
new immigrants, underprivileged
families, rehabilitation patients to
other vulnerable groups. Students
will learn how to interact with their
service targets, identify needs,
and develop and execute service
plans.

“There are many benefits in
allowing students to put theory
into practice in real-life situations.
Students may start out with one
set of viewpoints, and come back from
their fieldwork with a vastly different
opinion. In some cases, they may find
that their fieldwork experience challenges
their existing values. This is a very
important learning process,” said Dr
Luk, “Students therefore must be able
to navigate controversial issues while
maintaining neutrality. As such, topics like
social work ethics and moral conflicts are
addressed in a number of subjects.”

“Social work is a rewarding but
challenging field of work. Above all, a
social worker should truly care about
people and their plights, stay aware of
social trends, and be introspective and
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Dr Luk Kit-ling, HKCC Lecturer and Programme Leader
of the HD in Social Work
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optimistic,” said Dr Luk. To this end, the
HD in Social Work is designed to arm
students with not only knowledge, but
also a reflective, adaptable mentality, not
to mention a strong support network
of coaches and peers who can offer
encouragement throughout a student’s
social work journey.
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