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Outstanding Research — Scholarly Performance Awardee Urges

“Learning by Doing”

[t is not uncommon for a lecture
conducted by Dr Anthony Lui, HKCC
Lecturer, to be full of animated
discussion. Teaching Human Biology and
Microbiology subjects, Dr Lui sees his
classroom as a platform for sharing and
discussion, a chance for students and
the teacher to come together and dissect
difficult questions, practise reasoning and
find solutions. Dr Lui believes that science
education is not just about imparting
knowledge, rather, it should ignite a thirst
for answers and empower students with
lifelong learning skills. Perhaps it is this
dedicated search for answers throughout
his own cancer research that has made
Dr Lui the recipient of the CPCE Dean’s
Award for Outstanding Research-
Scholarly Performance in 2015/16.

“I was surprised to win this award,”
said Dr Lui. “But | am certainly excited
about my research findings and how
they might contribute to the future of
cancer research.” Initially inspired by a
professor from his MPhil programme,
Dr Lui spent the last decade doing cancer
research in the United States. His work
has contributed to some important
cancer research milestones, including
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the discovery of a human gene linked to
cancer formation, invention of a system
that screens cancer medicine dramatically
faster than traditional methods, and the
development of a chemotherapy drug
that improves radiotherapy effectiveness.
“With the right interventions, some
cancers are already considered treatable.
I’m enthusiastic about the future
possibilities in our fight against this deadly
disease,” he said.

While he acknowledges that hard
work and commitment were essential,
Dr Lui credits much of his research
accomplishments to the teachers he
encountered along the way. “l was lucky
to have worked with some nurturing
professors. Observing them working in
the laboratories was the most hands-
on way for me to learn,” Dr Lui said.
The professors’ support also made a
difference. “One time a professor stayed
until midnight to help me perfect a
PowerPoint before my presentation. She
really cared about my learning, and it was
inspiring,” he recalled.

Now that he has students of his own, Dr
Lui strives to provide the same type of
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practical learning experience. “You learn
much better by doing your own research
and arriving at your own conclusions, than
you would by memorising information,”
he said. That’s why Dr Lui teaches by
demonstrating laboratory procedures and
showing students real consequences.
Students will then be encouraged to
experiment on their own. “Knowledge
and facts may change as time evolves.
Therefore, the most important thing |
should teach students is the lifelong
learning skills — which entail the ability to
obtain information, go through trial and
error, think outside the box and derive
answers.”
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Dr Lui regarded the laboratory session as an important opportunity for students to develop empirical skills.
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