People Focus =&

CPCE Librarian: “The future is bright”

New facilities and activities are planned
for the CPCE Libraries that will not only
broaden the scope of their materials but
also promote improved and potentially
life-enhancing  reading  habits  for
students. Ms Donna Tam, who joined as
College Librarian last September, firmly
believes that current student reading
habits concentrate too much on
achieving good results in assignments
and exams. While that focus by
students may be understandable in a
highly competitive learning environment,
Ms Tam says most library users are
too passive. Students could derive
considerable benefit for their future lives
by extending their reading to materials
related to subjects such as leisure
activities, personal development and
interpersonal skills.

The good thing about such reading is that
it encourages students to seek
knowledge outside their studies. “The
more you read, the more you think you
are not getling enough,” she said.
Broader reading also helps develop good
citizens with positive attitudes and values,
with good reasoning and judgement.
Students should look beyond exam
results, which are just means towards the
end of creating a happy life.

So Ms Tam is planning to set up a library
corner not for reference or textbooks, but

just for leisure reading of magazines and
similar materials. There will also be space
for Book Crossing, the practice popular in
Europe and the United States in which
people leave books to be picked up and
read by others, who then do likewise.

Ahead of these new plans the libraries
have been busy with organising
stimulating activities on an ongoing basis.
These include book fairs and displays
focusing on topics such as personal
finance management, youthful
entrepreneurship and living a positive life,
etc. Organised in collaboration with the
faculty, movie-sharing workshops, book
essay writing competitions as well as
reading awards programmes are also
among the new initiatives launched by the
CPCE Libraries.

Locking ahead, Ms Tam believes “the
future is bright” for the CPCE Libraries.
Further enhancements are planned, not
only in technological aids to acquiring
accurate information rapidly, but also with
the addition of human resources:
well-trained library professionals who
provide the vital service of guiding library
users through the complex labyrinth of
information available in the digital era.

Of the many myths created by the arrival
of the Internet, Ms Tam rebuts the claim
that libraries are not needed because so
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much information can be obtained at
home at the click of a mouse. “The
opposite is the case,” she remarked, “The
raw information on the Internet is too
much to digest properly, and you don't
know whether it is reliable.” By contrast
the whole stock of published items in the

libraries has undergone a rigorous
editorial and quantitative  analysis
process. The importance of CPCE

Libraries also rests on their extensive
value-added services, including careful
selection and payment for
subscription-only academic papers and
journals, which are then accessible free of
charge to staff and students. As Ms Tam
said, “The fact is that the library is
ireplaceable.”
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