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To Shine in the Teaching Profession

“Every student is a star that has his/her
own strengths. The time for him/her to
shine will come gradually,” said Dr Annie
Ko, Lecturer of SPEED honoured with
the CPCE Dean’s Award for Outstanding
Teaching Performance/ Achievement in
2013/14.

Dr Ko joined SPEED some six years ago
to teach business subjects. “Teaching
others is a good learning opportunity for
oneself. Although every day comes with
new challenges, witnessing the growth

of students is very fulfilling,” said she
smilingly.

She recalled memories of her early
teaching career, “Some students who
took my Personal Financial Planning
class once suggested that | should gain
a deeper understanding of the actual
financial products in the market.” That
dawned on her, “Students can learn sheer
theories from textbooks on their own.
It would be meaningless if the course
contents fail to catch up with the market.”

Now Dr Ko is keen on visiting the
banking outlets to collect information
on the prevailing financial products. “I
feel gratified when the market updates
| shared during lectures can inspire
students to ponder and discuss on
various financial topics.” She also has a
knack in stimulating students’ interest
in learning the complicated theories,
“Most textbooks are written by foreign
authors and are lack of local references.
Supplementing theoretical knowledge
with local case studies and examples
would be important.”

Another challenge facing Dr Ko is how
to address the different learning needs
of students, particularly freshmen
from diverse backgrounds with varied
academic standards. “At the beginning of
an academic year, | spend time explaining
the fundamental concepts to students.
Some of them may have prior knowledge,
but they still find the lectures instrumental
in refreshing their memory.”

Apart from imparting knowledge, Dr
Ko treasures the moments chatting

with students. “The youth always
need attention and care. One of the
missions of an educator is to help
students understand more about their
own strengths and weaknesses.” She
is more than willing to lend an ear to
share students’ ups and downs. Some
alumni also seek her advice on career
development.

The world changes quickly and knowledge
keeps evolving. Developing students’ self-
learning skills and independent thinking
abilities has become a goal of Dr Ko.

She said, “Lifelong learning is important
for everyone who aspires to further
advance his/her professional competence
in teaching. | have attended various
workshops on teaching methods, and
learnt that students can be categorised
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as visual, audio and kinaesthetic types
of learners. My teaching style has been
catering to the needs of the visual-
oriented students only. How to strike a
balance among the needs of different
students will be a lesson for me to learn.”
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