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New Top-up Degree Programmes on Offer
Providing More Articulation Pathways for Sub-degree Holders

Sub-degree graduates who aspire to
pursue degree studies will have more
articulation opportunities starting from
the 2014/15 academic year. SPEED
will expand its programme portfolio by
introducing four new top-up honours
degree programmes’ leading to PolyU-
SPEED awards, including Bachelor
of Business Administration (Honours)
in Accountancy as well as three
programmes offered under the Bachelor
of Science (Honours) Scheme in Applied
Sciences.

In addition, with the upgrading of the
existing three programmes in Applied
and Media Arts, Housing Management
and Professional Communication’, it is
expected that SPEED can offer its full
spectrum of top-up degree programmes
at honours degree level. Together with the
three PolyU-award programmes offered
in collaboration with PolyU Faculties/
Departments, namely Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) in Bilingual Studies, Bachelor
of Arts (Honours) in English for Business
and Professional Communication and
Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Applied
Ageing Studies, SPEED will offer a total of
22 top-up honours degree programmes
leading to PolyU or PolyU-SPEED awards
as from 2014/15.

SPEED’s first batch of programmes in
Science and Technology

The Bachelor of Science (Honours)
Scheme in Applied Sciences is comprised
of three programmes, namely Bachelor
of Science (Honours) in Applied
Sciences (Information Systems and Web
Technologies)?, Bachelor of Science
(Honours) in Applied Sciences (Decision
Sciences) and Bachelor of Science
(Honours) in Applied Sciences (Health
Studies). These programmes provide
articulation pathways for HKCC and other
sub-degree graduates, with engineering,
science and technology backgrounds,
and also respond to the rising demand for
trained professionals in these areas.
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“We believe the demand for health care
practitioners will continue to rise, with
a growing awareness of healthy living
among the general public and an ageing
population,” notes Dr Artie Ng, Award
Leader of the Health Studies programme.
“The Health Studies programme covers
a broad range of health issues, with a
focus on health care and health services.
The goal is to prepare students for
administrative and managerial positions
in hospitals and other health care service
providers, and students will gain in-depth
knowledge of the industry,” he added.

“The emergence of mobile platforms
and social media has generated a large
amount of data, commonly known as
‘big data’. How to turn these data into
valuable information and help improve
business efficiency has become a
challenge for corporations,” said Ms
Peggy Ng, Award Leader of the Decision
Sciences programme. “Our programme
places emphasis on statistical and
mathematical analysis so as to develop
students’ ability to synthesise and analyse
data, identify problems and formulate
solutions for decision making and

planning. The programme aims to prepare
graduates to take up positions such as
statistical officer, data analyst, financial
consultant and project manager.”

Dr Adam Wong, Award Leader of
the Information Systems and Web
Technologies® programme, pointed out
that because of fierce global competition,
organisations should leverage information
technology and Internet trends to gain
a competitive edge. “Students on
the programme will not only acquire
fundamental IT and programming
concepts, but also practical knowledge of
web development, software engineering,
principles of computer security,
e-commerce strategies, management
information systems, and the latest trends
in mobile and cloud computing. Upon
graduation, they can pursue their careers
in areas such as web development,
programming, system analysis, database
administration and technical consultancy.”

1 The offering of the above-mentioned new programmes and
the three upgraded top-up honours degree programmes is
subject to approval by PolyU Senate by mid-2014.

2 The above programme title is subject to confirmation.
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Top-up Degree BBA (Hons) in Accountancy Transferred from
PolyU School of Accounting and Finance

Starting from the new academic year,
SPEED will offer the Bachelor of Business
Administration (Honours) in Accountancy’,
the first self-financed undergraduate
degree programme transferred from a
PolyU department to SPEED. While the
core elements of the programme would
remain the same as the one originally
offered by the PolyU School of Accounting
and Finance, the contents of some
subjects have been refined, particularly
those related to business ethics and
corporate social responsibility (CSR).

“The business environment has become
increasingly complex. To address the
legal and ethical aspects of business
operations and transactions, regulatory
bodies have imposed more stringent
requirements on information disclosure
and risk management. In light of this, we
have strengthened the contents of the
two subjects, ‘Corporate Governance

and Compliance’ and ‘Corporate Social
Responsibility’, with inclusion of recent
business cases on corporate governance,
the latest financial regulations and CSR
reporting standards,” said Dr Artie Ng,
who also serves as the Programme
Leader of the accountancy programme,
“We expect students can gain a better
understanding of business ethical issues
and the need for corporations to be
socially responsible.”

The existing recognition from the
professional bodies including the
Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public
Accountants (HKICPA) and CPA Australia
is expected to continue after the transfer
of the programme to SPEED. Additionally,
SPEED is working with the Association of
Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
and other bodies so that graduates
may receive partial exemption from their
professional examinations.
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