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From Inquiring to Researching

In today’s classroom, understanding
students’ learning needs is instrumental
in the search for better teaching
methods. In recent years, many lecturers
at higher education institutions have
been conducting research projects on
education-related topics. Since the
2010/11 academic year, CPCE has been
providing research funding for its full-time
academic staff, so that they may apply
their research results to their teaching
practices, for the mutual benefit of both
lecturers and students.

“l find myself a ‘questioner’ who loves
exposure to new concepts and theories.
Research makes me happy as it leads
me to explore the reasons behind a
phenomenon, and eventually enriches
my knowledge,” said Dr Jandia Poon,
HKCC Lecturer. Based on her passion for
teaching, she applies her inquiring attitude
to education. With the CPCE funding
support, she has been pursuing three
research projects on different topics.

The first research topic was “Perceptions
of Accounting Students on Peer
Evaluation”. The subjects were 183 HKCC
sub-degree students who enrolled on
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the “Business Law” subject in 2010/11.
Dr Poon collected their views on peer
evaluation in group projects through
questionnaires and focus groups.

“The students shared their viewpoints
in the focus groups. In the final stage,
| concluded by commenting on each
student’s performance in the group
projects, which allow students to see
themselves from their teammates’
perspectives.” Dr Poon remarked that
sub-degree students, with their aspirations
for articulation opportunities, are proactive
in achieving good grades. A majority of
students appreciate that through peer
evaluation, their contributions to group
projects can be rewarded fairly.

According to Dr Poon, the research
findings offer suggestions for improvement
on peer evaluation, including methods
for minimising the impact of bias on
evaluation. The findings also encourage
other institutions to strive for improvement
in this regard. “As | was sharing the
research findings at a university in
Shanghai, the local teachers and students
showed a keen interest in the topic.
Many of them told me that they found the
research very inspiring.”
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To further facilitate the improvement of
teaching methods, she commenced
another research project to investigate
business students’ perception of the
dual model, i.e. traditional lecture-based
learning plus problem-based tutorials,
for learning law. “The research findings
show that the current lecture-to-tutorial
ratio adopted for the subjects concerned
is appropriate. The findings support our
continued implementation of the current
teaching model for the related subjects,”
added Dr Poon.

Dr Poon added that she hopes to expand
the research scope by conducting joint
research projects with academics from
other universities.
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