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Gearing up for the Silver Hair Market with Bachelor of Science (Honours) in

Applied Ageing Studies

Starting from the 2012/13 academic year,
SPEED offers the Bachelor of Science
(Honours) in Applied Ageing Studies, which
is a brand-new top-up bachelor’'s degree
programme franchised from the Faculty of
Health and Social Sciences of PolyU.

Dr Eric Tam, the Programme Leader,
explained that through a holistic and multi-
disciplinary approach, the programme aims
1o train students to meet with the challenges
and opportunities arising from the ageing
society. “With the demographic change of
our population, the ‘silver hair’ market offers
tremendous employment opportunities for
those who are equipped with competent
knowledge and good understanding on the
needs and impacts of ageing related issues.
The programme is especially suitable for
those who have the passion in serving the
ageing individuals,” said he.

Miss Catherine Chan is a graduate of
Associate in Health Studies of HKCC, and
she recalled that she once perceived the
elderly negatively as frail and dependent.
However, an internship in the palliative
care unit of the hospital during her study
at HKCC has changed her thoughts.
“Now | realise that old people can be even
more energetic and proactive than the
youths!” This has assured firmly Catherine’s
aspiration for a career in the silver hair
industry and thus she has progressed to
SPEED for the top-up degree programme
in applied ageing studies.

Another student of the programme, Mr
Peter Pang, is a graduate of the Higher
Diploma in Social Work at PolyU. He did
struggle for a while in choosing between
social work and applied ageing studies as
his bachelor’s degree study. At the end,
Peter opted for the latter as he considered
the programme coverage comprehensive
and that the career prospect would offer
more variety. Also, Peter enjoys helping the
elderly in a more proactive role.

Among the classmates of the programme,
Mr Nick Wong appears to be a rather
“outstanding” one as he is aged 60. Nick
became a civil servant after graduation from
secondary school in the 1970s. In 2001,
he applied for early retirement to enjoy
his retirement life. Unfortunately, he felt
depressed and found himself seeing things
negatively due to the sudden change in life.

Nick later on devoted himself to voluntary
work, which aroused his interest to pursue a
degree in ageing studies. “When | work as a
volunteer, | find that | need the skills to handle

Students of the Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Applied Ageing Studies, with Prof. Peter Yuen, Dean of CPCE (front row, 5th from

the right), who is also their lecturer for the subject “The Economics of Health and Long Term Care”.
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the emotion of the elderly or to respond to
those with dementia. This has motivated me
to pursue further study. Though | take up my
bachelor’s degree study a bit late, | hope that
this challenge will add more colours to my
retired life,” he said.

Substantial programme contents
Catherine has found the content of the
programme substantial. There are in-depth
discussions on the ageing topics which
are well supported by theories and real
cases. ‘| treasured the opportunities to visit
the voluntary organisations that serve the
elderly, including the Banyan Service and
the Senior Citizen Home Safety Association.
The visits have enriched my knowledge
about the various kinds of assistance the
elderly needs,” she said.

Nick regards taking up study at tertiary
level after retirement as no simple thing.
“Apart from the difficulties to manage the
complicated terms for some subjects, |
have a lot to learn so as to get along with
the young fellow classmates. | understand
that | have to accept the differences
between myself and the young generation. |
believe that more active interactions among
the classmates can be an incitement for our
studies.”

Positive prospects

Peter is now looking forward to the
internship scheduled to take place in the
coming summer. “We may be assigned
to work at different organisations, such
as transportation companies, travel

agencies and the Housing Society,” he said
enthusiastically. When being asked how
these organisations relate to applied ageing
studies, Peter explained, “We will not be
working as frontline staff but to help the
organisations conduct surveys and collect
opinions from the elderly so as to find out
the ideal ways to fuffill their needs.”

Some may have the impression that
graduates of a new programme may find
it not easy to get a job as the reputation is
yet to develop. However, Catherine viewed
this differently, “With the ageing trend of its
population, Hong Kong has even surpassed
Japan to become the region with the
highest life expectancy. From the sectors
of housing, medical service, transportation,
continuing education to entertainment,
there is a great potential for the elderly
related market to boom. | am positive about
my career prospect.”
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Dean of CPCE Elected as
Chairman of Federation
for Self-financing Tertiary
Education

Prof. Peter Yuen, Dean of the College of
Professional and Continuing Education (CPCE),
has been recently elected as Chairman of
the Federation for Self-financing Tertiary
Education. His Chairmanship took effect on 20
March 2013 for a term of two years.

The Federation for Self-financing Tertiary
Education (FSTE), formerly known as “The
Federation for Continuing Education in Tertiary
Institutions” (FCE), was established in 1994 as
a coalition amongst the self-financing arms of
publicly-funded higher education institutions
and major non-profit-making institutions
engaged in self-financing tertiary education in
Hong Kong. FSTE membership now comprises

14 institutions as Full Members. FSTE members

offer programmes at degree and sub-degree
levels, catering for a full-time student population
of well over 60,000 in 2012-2013.
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