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CPCE Academics Secure FSTE Funds to Investigate into Local Educational Issues

Two teams of CPCE academics
successfully bid for research funding from
the Federation for Self-financing Tertiary
Education (FSTE) to examine issues related
to the development of the education sector
in Hong Kong.

To Explore Education Services as a Pillar
Industry of Hong Kong

Prof. Peter Yuen, Dean of CPCE, is the
Principal Investigator (Pl) of the project
entitled, “Education as a Pillar Industry of
Hong Kong: Concepts, Targets and Policy
Implications”. He explained the rationale
for initiating this research study, “Education
services have been identified in the 2008-
09 Policy Address as one of the six ‘pillar
industries’ of Hong Kong. However, apart
from a number of related short term
measures, no definitive targets have been
set to develop educational services as a

(]

‘pillar industry’.

“There have been wide discussions
about how to develop Hong Kong into
an education hub, in particular on how
to attract large numbers of international
students to study at local universities.
One of our key research questions is

(Front row, from left) Prof. Peter Yuen, Dean of CPCE, and Prof.
Ngok Lee from Community College of City University, conduct
a research study about the education service as a pillar industry
of Hong Kong together with other CPCE members (back row,
from left) Dr Vincent Law, Dr Stephanie Lee and Dr Jason Chan.
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to address the short-term to long-term
targets of promoting education as a ‘pillar
industry’ in the future 3 to 10 years. The
study will collect views, in a systematic
manner, among major stakeholders in
the higher education sector regarding
the key attributes of education services
as a ‘pillar industry’. We will then draw
up recommendations for Hong Kong
educational policies based on our research
findings,” added Prof. Yuen.

To Investigate into the Enrollment and
Articulation of Local Self-financing Higher
Education Sector

Another research project receiving the
FSTE funds is entitled “A study of Strategic
Enroliment, Graduation and Articulation
(SEGA) in Self-financing Tertiary Education
in Hong Kong”. Ms Peggy Ng, Lecturer of
SPEED and the PI of the project, said, “In
2000, the Hong Kong SAR Government
set an objective of enabling 60% of the
secondary school leavers to participate
in post-secondary education. Since then,
accredited self-financing post-secondary
programmes have been significantly
developed, thus posing challenges to self-

financing tertiary education in maintaining
student enrollment in the competitive
environment. Besides, as the number of
sub-degree holders increases, the demand
for articulation places also rises. Accordingly,
enhancing articulation opportunities has
become a significant issue.”

“We therefore aim to examine how the
management model of SEGA could be
implemented in self-financing tertiary
education in Hong Kong. The SEGA would
play an important role in helping self-
financing tertiary educational institutions
maximize their educational resources,”
added Ms Ng.

CPCE researchers, (from left) Ms Connie Mak, Dr Phoebe
Wong, Ms Peggy Ng and Dr Jason Chan investigate the SEGA
model in the local self-financing tertiary education sector.
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