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Keeping up with the times

Enhancing quality of education

Developing a new bachelor’s degree
is a complex process involving
programme design, quality assurance to
implementation approval. Dr Leslie Yip,
Deputy Director and Principal Lecturer of
SPEED, brings his academic experience
at PolyU to SPEED and fosters its
development.

Dr Yip joined The Hong Kong Polytechnic
(precursor of PolyU) in 1979. In the 1990s,
Dr Yip was a witness to the institution’s
assumption of full university status, and he
assisted in the upgrading of Polytechnic’s
diploma programmes to bachelor’s
degree programmes. He gained extensive
teaching experience from his positions
in the Department of Management and
Marketing and the Institute of Textiles and
Clothing through the years.

Upon reaching the retirement age at PolyU
in 2011, Dr Yip decided to join CPCE
by taking up teaching duties at SPEED,
instead of staying at PolyU. “PolyU is
growing steadily, while CPCE is a relatively
young college. | believe I'd make a greater
contribution to CPCE with my expertise.”

Dr Yip often shares his insights on
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teaching, research as well as programme
design with his colleagues. He also
leads the development of the Bachelor
of Arts (Honours) in Retail and Service
Management, one of the first top-up
bachelor’s degree programmes offered at
honours level by SPEED.

“The new programme has special
significance for me,” Dr Yip said. At
present, Hong Kong’s retail sector boasts
an annual turnover of over HK$400
billion and a workforce of more than
250,000. All these point to the need for
a degree programme in retail for industry
professionals and the market. In the IT
era, information is at our fingertips and
knowledge expires in no time. Dr Yip
thinks the programme design and its
teaching methods must stay close to the
market pulse while being grounded in the
fundamentals.

During his teaching career spanning close
to 35 years, Dr Yip has thrived on his
passion for the profession and his teaching
philosophy of keeping up with the times.
For a two-hour lesson, Dr Yip spends over
six hours on class preparation. He also
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searches online for the latest information
on the subjects and shares it with his
students in class. “I'd like my students to
feel the two-hour class is well worth their
time.”

Dr Yip said that SPEED has been
making remarkable headway, since it
started offering top-up bachelor’s degree
programmes at honours degree level in
the 2012/183 academic year. In the future,
the School will set out to upgrade more
of its existing ordinary top-up degree
programmes to honours degree level, so
as to reflect the progress of the School
and its standing in Hong Kong. SPEED will
strive to enhance the quality of education
as part of its contribution to society.
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