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Nobel Laureate Lecture on Population and Ageing

To celebrate PolyU’s 75th anniversary and
its 10th anniversary, CPCE organised a
Distinguished Lecture on 20 April 2012
and invited Professor Sir James Alexander
Mirrlees, a Nobel Laureate in Economic
Sciences (1996), as the key speaker.

Titled “Population Concerns: Ageing in
Hong Kong”, the lecture attracted more
than 60 academics, healthcare industry
practitioners and PolyU student alumni.
Using a utilitarian framework, Professor Sir
James Mirrlees presented his ideas on the
relationships between production, people,
and population growth. He further explored
the dilemmas and uncertainties that Hong
Kong is facing in terms of immigration and
retirement policy.

(From right) Prof. Philip Chan, PolyU Deputy President and
Provost, Prof. Sir James Alexander Mirrlees, Prof. Peter Yuen,
Dean of CPCE and Dr Peter Walters, Associate Dean (Quality
Assurance)
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Professor Peter Yuen, Dean of CPCE, a
discussant at the forum, gave an analysis
of Hong Kong's readiness to deal with an
ageing population. He pointed out that in
terms of health care, long-term care, and
workforce related policies, Hong Kong is
poorly prepared as compared to some of
its neighbours.

In the discussion session, the audience
exchanged insights on several issues
including how to estimate the contributions
of immigrants to Hong Kong’s economy,
health insurance for the elderly, and the
retirement age.
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Prof. Sir James Alexander Mirrlees delivered a speech on
“Population Concerns: Ageing in Hong Kong”.
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Using a utilitarian framework, Professor Sir James
Mirrlees presented his ideas on the relationships
between production, people, and population growth
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