Caring Campus B EKE

Step Out of Hong Kong to Embrace the Challenges

The learning process surely covers more
than just lectures and tutorials. To provide
non-curricular opportunities for SPEED
students, a wide array of activities are
organised from time to time by the SPEED
Student Affairs Committee. These included
mentorship programmes, complementary
studies, international summer school,
career talks and placements designed to
enrich the informal curriculum of students.

The SPEED International Summer School
Programme, for example, is organised

by the Committee aiming to provide
PolyU SPEED award students with an
exciting learning opportunity outside
Hong Kong. Selected students will spend
6 to 8 weeks living and learning in the
USA, Canada, Singapore, Japan or
Taiwan during the summer holidays and
join the summer schools organised by
participating overseas universities. Mr Jack
Lam, Lecturer and also the Chairman of
the Committee, described the event as

a valuable opportunity to enhance both
practical job skills and appreciation of

the culture, heritage, and values of other
countries.

The China Internship Programme is
another event organised yearly to provide
candidates with an opportunity to be
exposed to the work, environment and
the cultural way of life in China during the
summer break. Ms Eileen Feng, SPEED
Lecturer and Chinese Mainland Affairs
Coordinator, said, “Selected students will
be assigned to work in large organisations
within different domains, such as Bank

of China, Beijing Television and CCTV.
Proficiency in Putonghua is a pre-
requisite, but we also need to see that the
candidates are eager to know more about
Chinese culture.”

These programmes not only give the
participating students a chance to live
abroad on their own, but also help foster
their self-confidence, capability to live more
independently, as well as their language
proficiency and social skills. What is more,
students can gain practical skills which are

help foster their self-confidence, capability to live more

independently, as well as their language proficiency and

social skills
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instrumental to their future career pursuits.
One of the participants, who was assigned
to an internship in Beijing, secured a job

at a major Chinese newspaper right after
her graduation. According to her, she was
considered favourably during the interview
because of the experience obtained in
using publishing system software during
the internship.

In 2012 the internship programme has
been extended beyond China to one of
the world’s most luxurious hotels, Burj Al
Arab Hotel at Dubai. “This is an excellent
opportunity for our students to explore
knowledge beyond textbooks and get a
taste of life in an exotic country,” remarked
Dr Regan Lam, one of the project initiators
and a member of the judging panel for this
special summer internship programme.

Quoting from a philosopher of the ancient
world — Horace, “Wisdom is not wisdom
when it is derived from books alone.” This
may serve well as the motto of SPEED’s
education philosophy.
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SPEED Lecturer and Chinese Mainland Affairs Coordinator, Ms
Eileen Feng (centre), with the students participated in The China
Internship Programme in Beijing.
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