People Focus E&h

Building Professional Value —

Mak Chi Kong

Construction is a demanding industry,
pushing all of its workers through long,
irregular hours. Those who want to
advance their careers are often unable to
find enough time for classroom learning,
which is why Mak Chi Kong chose
HKCyberU to gain an MSc in Project
Management. The flexibility of online study
coupled with his own self discipline gave
Mr Mak the benefit of a recognised degree
and a distinct competitive edge.

With over 30 years of industry experience,
Mr Mak comments that he needed to
“add value” to himself in an effort to “keep
up with the latest construction news and
trends.” Studying for his MSc not only
helped him to deal with the problems but
also expanded his professional network.

Having committed himself to the

programme, Mr Mak understood that he
needed to devote a lot of efforts in order
to obtain a Master’s degree qualification.

He found that HKCyberU’s online platform
allowed him the flexibility of learning
“whenever he had the time”. He also
benefited from the connections he made
with “people working in IT and accounting,
and academics”, the types of professionals
he would not have been able to meet in his
daily work.

The opportunities for networking remain
with him today — Mr Mak is now President
of the HKCyberU Alumni Association.
Describing the Association as “one of the
most active” within PolyU, Mr Mak proudly
points to the relations he has helped to
establish with the alumni associations of
other universities. These connections have
allowed the joint organisation of “seminars,
social gatherings and other networking
activities,” all the while adding value to the
careers and lives of HKCyberU alumni.

When asked what advice he would give
someone thinking about applying to study

at his alma mater, Mr Mak circles back to
the importance of self discipline, adding
that good time management is also

crucial to “working through the material”
consistently. The reward, he says, wil be “a
new experience of learning.”
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