College News Z2fx Ej&E

College News E [z BjRE n

New Programmes in the 2018/19
Academic Year

In 2018/19, HKCC and SPEED will step up efforts to diversify their range of
programmes with a view to further widening the progression opportunities for
aspiring learners.

In response to the further education needs of secondary school leavers with keen
interest in Chinese studies, HKCC will introduce the AD in Chinese Language
and Literature in 2018/19. The new programme will provide intensive and
discipline-specific training in Chinese language and literature to help students
build a solid foundation of university education in the Chinese discipline.

In addition, HKCC will launch the AD in English for Professional
Communication in replacement of the existing AD in English for Business
Communication. The new programme, with an emphasis on the professional
use of English in different contexts, will provide students with diverse training
in linguistic analysis, cultural studies as well as media production and
communication.

In respect of SPEED’s programme development, the BEng (Hons) in Mechanical
Engineering will be transferred from PolyU Department of Mechanical
Engineering. In addition, the BEng (Hons) in Electrical Engineering, which
was earlier franchised to SPEED by PolyU Department of Electrical Engineering,
will be re-introduced through the School’s partnership with CLP Power. The
two programmes, which will lead to PolyU-SPEED awards, aim to provide
students with an up-to-date education in mechanical engineering and electrical
engineering respectively. Both of these PolyU-SPEED award programmes are
modelled on the programmes of PolyU departments with the core elements
unchanged. SPEED will seek the continuation of the recognition from the bodies
concerned.

Apart from engineering professionals, talents in convention and event
management are also highly sought after in Hong Kong. To be transferred from
PolyU School of Hotel and Tourism Management to SPEED as from 2018/19, the
BA (Hons) in Convention and Event Management will equip students with the
necessary academic and professional knowledge as well as operational skills to
enable them to perform competently in the convention and event industry.

With the introduction of new programmes, HKCC and SPEED will provide
additional articulation pathways for students as well as respond closely to the
manpower needs of our community.
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CLP Power Academy Vice Chancellor Mr Paul Poon (front row, left) and CPCE Dean Prof. Peter Yuen (first row, right)
signed the Memorandum of Understanding under of witness of the Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services
Mr Alfred Sit (back row, centre), CLP Power Vice Chairman Mrs Betty Yuen (back row, left) and PolyU President
Prof. Timothy W. Tong (back row, right). The MoU paved the way for partnership between CLP Power and CPCE in
nurturing more talents in electrical engineering.
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Connecting SPEED Students and the Elderly
through a Service-Learning Subject

SPEED recognises the importance of Service-Learning (SL) as an effective
pedagogy for educating students to become socially responsible citizens. Since
the 2016/17 academic year, SPEED has incorporated SL in the curriculum of its
full-time top-up honours degree programmes. Thanks to the dedicated support
of PolyU Office of Service-Learning and efforts of SPEED faculty members, the
first SL subject has been running smoothly.

SPEED’s first SL subject, “Using Human-Centered Design to Work with the
Elderly: A Memoir Project”, has its second cohort of students successfully
completed the community project.

Within a period of two months under the community project, students of the
subject met, interviewed and interacted closely with the service targets, i.e.
the elderly in their daily life. The elderly people were invited to recollect their life
experiences, revisit their past significant moments, and recall their achievements
and contributions to their families, peers or society. Students then recaptured
their life experiences with creative storytelling and recorded them in the form of
a memoir. A memoir book was eventually designed and produced as a gift for
each service target.

SPEED lecturer, Mr Patrick Chan, who developed the subject, said, “We
are pleased that most students find taking the SL subject a very rewarding
experience. The subject has not only provided them with a learning experience
on tackling social needs and problems with the Human-Centered Design
approach, but also nurtured them into more responsible citizens who can
empathize on the needs of the elderly in Hong Kong. Our students managed
to understand the social needs and problems, deduce service opportunities,
generate solutions, and finally achieve change-making impacts.”

As for the elderly, reminiscence about their past stories and presenting them
in memoirs has been a much gratifying experience. “In fact, the collaborating
NGO of this subject is seeking to share our experience with other elderly service
providers, as this subject has brought so much happiness to the elderly.”

More importantly, after offering this SL subject for two cohorts, an unexpected
but meaningful “learning outcome” has been reached. “Students’ friendship with
the elderly sustains even after the course. Our students continue mingling with
the elderly in various outings and gatherings, becoming their young companions
in their life stories!” Patrick said.
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On 2 May 2018, SPEED students and the elderly concluded the SL subject with a joyous reunion on the PolyU Hung Hom Bay Campus, yet the friendship among them sustains.
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