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Living History — Dr. Au Chi Kin

When did you last touch history? Dr. Au
Chi Kin’s students at the Hong Kong
Community College do so every day,
guided by a passionate teacher who sees
aspects of the past everywhere. For Dr.
Au, the point is not to just talk about what
happened long ago, but to show how it
affects daily life.

Drawing on an employment background
in jobs as diverse as security guard,
administrative assistant and tour guide,
Dr. Au is keenly aware that people want
their interest aroused. So he uses his
students’ lives as the base, and teaches
history from that perspective.

Living in Hong Kong, Dr. Au’s students
are in touch with a rich history every day,
although most are not usually aware of
it at first. One particularly effective way
Dr. Au changes this is with field trips that
allow him to show how colonial control
in the 19th century still influences the
way districts such as Central District are
experienced in the 21st century.

“If | tell them about it in class,” he says,
“show them in a visit, then get them to
review it during study time, then they
totally understand what Central District
really is.”

A crucial advantage of Dr. Au’s approach
is that the knowledge gained can be
passed on after graduation. Even
business majors who take his course
benefit during their careers when they
need to show customers around Hong
Kong and can explain the city in detail. Dr.
Au often hears back from graduates about
how useful their historical knowledge has
been.

A fitting recipient of a Lively Teaching
Award, an Inspiring Teaching Award and
a Caring Teaching Award, Dr. Au received
Outstanding Teaching Awards in 2003/04,
2005/06 and 2007/08. In this teacher’s
hands, history has never been more
appreciated.
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