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Learning to Think Differently — Dr. Thomas Sun Sheau-cherng

Transformation is a hallmark of Dr. Thomas
Sun’s career. Now lecturing in consumer
behaviour and marketing management at
SPEED, he began his career focused on
food quality and toxicology. The shift has
been less disruptive than it might seem.
When deciding on a new direction, Dr.
Sun simply asks himself, “Why not?”

That sort of openness to new experience
took him from Taiwan to graduate
studies in the United States, where he
also worked as a scientist in food and
diagnostic laboratories. When his wife
was offered a position in Hong Kong,

he jumped at the chance to broaden his
horizons.

“We could try another lifestyle,” he recalls,
mentioning the slow pace of life in the
rural States in the U.S. where he had
lived. “So here we came.”

After settling in Hong Kong, Dr. Sun
worked as a food service consultant
before taking over as Programme
Manager of the DBA and China graduate
programmes at PolyU’s Graduate School
of Business. Fully embracing this shift to
a new discipline, he soon completed his
own MBA.

BENEIRE - AREEL

(@] RAREEIEX EHBRRER -
BREIRR/BREE DB - BBOEE
IRETHEEME - Bft&NNTIEEE
AREmMmERBYE - SXIRKENEE - I
TRERE LBERBERR  EREAF A
BANRR - ZETBRGEEC —0

M Aatad 2 ]

HRBBIANEE - BB —ERBRRN
EE - FFEMNEBRBRXBEEETNEER
2 EREREHNRELEVNERE - B
B E F ISR TR - REIERE -
TR A RS o

RFBEERR MG REEH LT - KiE
IH: [RMABERAS—BEETA - Bult
BRIEEKT - |

Dr. Sun’s decision to join SPEED last
year reveals another element of his
transformative attitude. Having taught
mature graduate students in China for
five years he very much wanted to “get
in touch with the younger generation”,
especially local Hong Kong people.

“The change made my life more
interesting,” he says.

Having previously drawn on his

students’ own experience to teach
operational management and total quality
management, Dr. Sun now uses cases
he developed at the Graduate School,
combined with theory, to challenge his
SPEED students. He sets out to inspire
them, and ask what their own line of
thought is.

“That’s the reason | really enjoy my life
here at SPEED,” he remarks. “l have to
think differently from what | did before last
July.”
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