Message from the Dean
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Full of trials and tribulations, 2019/20 was a trying year for the College of
Professional and Continuing Education (CPCE) and its teaching units —
Hong Kong Community College (HKCC) and School of Professional
Education and Executive Development (SPEED). Yet, with concerted
efforts, CPCE still managed to forge ahead, and | take pride in sharing
with you this Annual Report which summarises our endeavours and
achievements.

CPCE offers flexible and diversified study pathways to students and
working adults to meet their learning needs at different stages through
HKCC and SPEED. We now have a total full-time student population
exceeding 11,500. In 2019/20, HKCC and SPEED offered 34
sub-degree programmes and 28 articulation honours degree
programmes respectively. In addition, SPEED also offered a range of
professionally-oriented continuing education courses to professionals
and lifelong learners.

During the year, the articulation and employment rates of our graduates
continued to rank among the highest in Hong Kong. According to the
2019 HKCC Graduate Survey, 2,947 HKCC graduates articulated to
bachelor’s degree studies, representing an articulation rate of 88.4%.

Of these graduates, 54.5% were admitted to UGC-funded Senior Year
places, a historic high. As for SPEED, the results of its 2019 Graduate
Employment Survey showed that 88% of full-time PolyU-SPEED award
graduates secured employment within six months after graduation while
around 4% engaged themselves in full-time further studies.

Among the many challenges facing CPCE in 2019/20, the city’s social
unrest and the COVID-19 pandemic were particularly difficult. CPCE
had to, within a short period of time, switch to near 100% teaching and
learning online. Feedback was collected regularly, and we were pleased
to note that both staff and students found this teaching and learning
mode satisfactory.

CPCE's performance as an educational institution continued to be on par

with its counterparts globally in the key aspects of student experience.
As shown in the Student Barometer (SB) Autumn 2019 survey conducted
among students of institutions in 19 countries, CPCE received a high
overall student satisfaction rate of 87.8% which was comparable with the
global benchmark and the Asian benchmark in the same survey.
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On the research front, SPEED successfully secured a grant from the
Research Grants Council (RGC) under the Institutional Development
Scheme (IDS) 2019/20 to set up a Research Centre for Advanced Design,
Materials and Manufacturing Technologies, in addition to a number of
grants from the RGC Faculty Development Scheme (FDS) and from other
external funding bodies. In the same period, our academic staff published
more than 100 peer reviewed articles in international journals.

Finally, | wish to express my gratitude to members of the College Council
and Advisory Committee for their counsel and guidance. My heartfelt
thanks also go to every member of the CPCE family — our students, staff,
alumni and partners, whose contribution has helped make our
hard-earned successes particularly sweet in this trying year.
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