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Message from the Dean
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The College of Professional and Continuing Education (CPCE) and

its teaching units — Hong Kong Community College (HKCC) and the
School of Professional Education and Executive Development (SPEED) —
continued to perform well despite the year was plagued by adversities.

| have the pleasure to present in this Annual Report an overview of our
achievements over the past year.

CPCE, a major provider of self-financed tertiary education in Hong Kong,
offers quality educational opportunities to HKDSE and sub-degree
graduates as well as working adults to upgrade their qualifications and
help them fulfil their career aspirations. Although recent years have
witnessed a decreasing trend in the number of HKDSE candidates, the
full-time and part-time student population of CPCE still maintained at
around 12,000 in 2021/22.

During the year, HKCC and SPEED offered respectively 36 full-time
sub-degree programmes and 32 full-time and 9 part-time articulation
honours degree programmes. In addition, SPEED also offered,
through the Continuing Education Office, 46 continuing education
courses encompassing various disciplines to practising professionals
and lifelong learners.

It is gratifying to witness the articulation rate of HKCC graduates
reaching 90.7% in 2021 - hitting a record high for the second
consecutive year — with 2,922 graduates admitted to bachelor's degree
programmes. As for SPEED, over 81% of full-time PolyU-SPEED award
graduates secured employment within six months after graduation in
2021 - showing a year-over-year increase of seven percentage points
amidst an increasingly volatile job market, while over 9% chose to
pursue further study.

CPCE participated in the Student Barometer survey conducted by

the independent research company “i-graduate” for the seventh
consecutive year to benchmark its performance against over 100
educational institutions in 15 countries. In 2021, CPCE received an
overall local student satisfaction rate of 85.8%, higher than the 83.6%

in 2020. A satisfaction rate of 90% or above was obtained in many
important teaching and learning elements, with the majority of them
showing a significant improvement over ratings in 2020, including
“Online Study Materials”, “Online Tutorials”, “The Quality of Lectures”,
"Programme Content”, and “Academic’s English”.

We also established new ties with industry and professional bodies.
During the year, CPCE signed a Memorandum of Understanding
respectively with the Association of Hong Kong Nursing Staff, the

Hong Kong Federation of Education Workers, Hong Kong Integrated
Oncology Centre, Hong Kong Productivity Council, and Microsoft Hong
Kong for exploring collaborative initiatives.
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On the research front, CPCE, including HKCC and SPEED, obtained
external funding totaling over HK$21 million for 20 research
projects in 2021/22, both hitting all-time highs. SPEED alone also
achieved encouraging results in the Competitive Research Funding
Schemes for the Local Self-financing Degree Sector 2021/22 under
the Research Grants Council of the University Grants Committee
—a record high number of 12 research projects being funded a
total amount of around HK$8.2 million. In addition, SPEED secured
funding of over HK$6.1 million — the highest amount among all the
externally funded projects in 2021/22 — from the Self-financing Post-
secondary Education Fund'’s Quality Enhancement Support Scheme
for its project “Development of Virtual Reality (VR) Systems for
Business and Tourism Education”.

| am deeply indebted to the members of the College Council and
College Advisory Committee for their contribution and guidance
over the past year. | would also like to express my gratitude to our
students, staff, alumni, and industry and academic partners for their
support and effort — amidst adversities — making 2021/22 another
thriving year for CPCE.
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Peter P. Yuen
Dean, College of Professional and Continuing Education
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