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2020/21 proved to be another trying year full of taxing challenges for
the College of Professional and Continuing Education (CPCE) and its
teaching units — Hong Kong Community College (HKCC) and School of
Professional Education and Executive Development (SPEED). Yet, every
member of the CPCE family remained undeterred and kept up their
tireless efforts and unflinching spirit. In this Annual Report, | take pride
in presenting to you CPCE's initiatives and accomplishments in this
difficult year.

As a leading provider of self-financed full-time tertiary education in
Hong Kong, CPCE offers through HKCC and SPEED flexible study
pathways for students and working adults to meet their learning needs
at different stages. Currently, despite a continuous drop in the number
of secondary school graduates in Hong Kong, CPCE maintained a
full-time student population of around 11,200. In 2020/21, HKCC and
SPEED offered respectively 34 full-time sub-degree programmes and
31 full-time and 7 part-time articulation honours degree programmes.
In addition, SPEED also offered professionals and lifelong learners
continuing education courses in a wide array of disciplines through the
Continuing Education Office.

As in past years, the articulation rate of HKCC graduates in 2020
continued to be high. According to the 2020 HKCC Graduate Survey,
2,891 HKCC graduates articulated to bachelor's degree programmes,
achieving a record-breaking articulation rate of 90.5%. As for SPEED,
the results of its 2020 Graduate Employment Survey showed that about
74% of full-time PolyU-SPEED award graduates were able to secure
employment within six months after graduation despite the employment
market being in the doldrums, while over 8.7% embarked on further
study.

With online teaching and learning being the dominant mode in the past
two years, CPCE reviewed the measures taken and results obtained
during the period. We are pleased to report that the feedback from
both staff and students was, in general, positive. We consolidated the
experiences gained and further rolled out a range of online learing
initiatives in 2020/21- such as the use of the Microsoft's Azure Lab
Services — to expand and enhance online learning experience for our
students.
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CPCE participated in the Student Barometer (SB) survey conducted by
the independent research company “i-graduate” for the sixth consecutive
year to benchmark its performance against educational institutions from
around the world. In 2020, CPCE received satisfaction rates of over 90%

in many important teaching and learning aspects, including “the quality
of lectures”, "good teachers”, "“learning technology” and “campus
buildings”, which were higher than the global and Asian benchmarks in

the same survey.

Research-wise, SPEED secured funding totalling HK$9.4 million for 11
research projects from the Competitive Research Funding Schemes for
the Local Self-financing Degree Sector 2020/21 under the Research Grants
Council (RGC) of the University Grants Committee (UGC), including a
grant of about HK$3 million from the Institutional Development Scheme
(IDS) Research Infrastructure Grant to establish the third RGC funded
research centre in CPCE — the Research Centre for Green Energy,
Transport and Building. In March 2021, CPCE also set up the Centre for
Pedagogic Research (CPCECPR) to promote and enhance the scholarship
of teaching and learning. Members of CPCECPR received grants from
the Quality Enhancement Support Scheme under the Self-financing Post-
secondary Education Fund and The Jockey Club Charities Trust, totalling
over HK$14 million in 2020/21, for conducting pedagogy-related research
projects.

Finally, I would like to thank the College Council and College Advisory
Committee for their guidance and advice during the past year. My
gratitude also goes to CPCE students, staff, alumni, and our industry and
academic partners, whose support and contribution were indispensable
for the above-mentioned achievements.

S fo T

Peter P. Yuen
Dean, College of Professional and Continuing Education
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